The Comma Challenge
Here’s how this works.  I’ll give you a sentence using a comma.  Think hard and write down what you believe the comma rule is for that sentence.

Example:


Their wedding date was set for August 5, 2000, in the college chapel.

Rule—Use a comma to set off days and years in a full date.

HERE WE GOOOOOO!!!

1. My favorite uses of the Internet are sending e-mail, checking Facebook, and shopping.

Rule-  Use a comma to set off the elements of a series (three or more  

things), including the last two.

2. I saw a camera crew on my walk through the parkway, so I asked them why they were there.

Rule-  Use a comma and a coordinating conjunction (FANBOYS) to 

separate two independent clauses.

3. Anxious about the upcoming winter, settlers began to bicker among themselves about supplies.

Rule-  Use a comma to set off introductory elements.

4. In the middle of winter, nearly half the settlers died of starvation or exposure.

Rule-  Use a comma after an introductory prepositional phrase when the

         phrase is three or more words.

5. Coaches grew weary of running practices in the drafty, dreary, dilapidated gymnasium.

The designs for an expensive, modern gym should make them happy.

Rule-  Use a comma to separate coordinating adjectives.

6. The house was cute, but too expensive for the newlyweds.

  They were looking for something practical, not luxurious.

Rule-  Use a comma to set off elements that express a contrast or turn in the sentence.

7. The conference was originally set for Geneva, Switzerland, but was then rescheduled for Chicago, Illinois.

Rule-  Use a comma to set off states and countries.

8. Barbara Smith, Chair of the Ways and Means Committee, submitted the committee’s final report.

Rule-  Use a comma to set off titles.

9. Frost’s poem “Fire and Ice” begins with the lines, “Some say the world will end in fire, / Some say in ice.”

“Fire when ready, Gridley,” the Admiral said.

“We can’t see into the future,” said the President, “but we have to prepare for it nonetheless.”

Rule-  Use a comma to set off quoted language.

10. Robert Frost, perhaps America’s most beloved poet, died when he was 88.

Rule- Use a comma for unessential elements (appositives).

11. Frankly, it doesn’t seem to matter.

There are, of course, many points of view that we must consider before voting.

Rule-  Use a comma for interrupters (interjections).

12. I am warning you, class of 2015, don’t rely on technology.

Rule-  Use a comma to address people’s names.

DON’T OVER-USE COMMAS!!!!!!!

