“The Test of the Great Bow”  pp. 936-940

NAME______________________

1. Why does Penelope give the suitors a test? (Be careful…think)
2. What opportunity does this give Odysseus?

3. What else could Penelope do to get rid of the suitors?  What are her options?

4. Describe three examples of imagery from lines 1082-1096.

5. Examine Penelope’s emotions.  Why does she feel this way?

6. What is the internal conflict that Odysseus faces in lines 1126-1128?

7. How do Eumaeus and the cowherder react to the beggar’s claim?

8. How do the swineherder and the cowherder know that Odysseus is telling the truth?  (Remember that he is appearing to them in disguise as a beggar.)

9. What is Odysseus’ plan for defeating the suitors?

10. What do Odysseus’ actions in lines 1174-1179 suggest about his state of mind?

11. What is the tone of the suitors’ dialogue?

12. Describe the imagery used to portray the scene where Odysseus is stringing and shooting the bow and arrow.  (Give three examples.)

13. What is Zeus’ role in this situation?

14. Does Odysseus show his temper in this section?  Explain.

