Of Mice and Men Research Assignment




Introduction

You are about to embark on a journey of understanding of what it was like to be a migrant worker in the Salinas Valley of California during the 1930s, during the Great Depression. John Steinbeck wrote Of Mice and Men as a vehicle to express his social conscience about the period. Of Mice and Men is a novel about poverty and dreams, friendship and loneliness, and despair and hope. Through the memorable characters of George and Lennie, Steinbeck paints a portrait of enduring friendship that you won't soon forget. In order to help you to understand the context of the novel and how it still resonates today, you are about to embark on a factual journey that will lay the ground work for a deeper understanding of this simple, yet profound story. 



The Quest

We want to find out what some of the background issues were that led to Steinbeck's writing of this novel. 



The Process and Resources

For this assignment, you will be working together with a group of students in class. Each group will answer the Task or Questions. As a member of the group, you will explore the databases that Arrowhead subscribes to.  The databases are found on the Arrowhead homepage under Students and Library Databases. The purpose of the assignment is to learn how to navigate the databases, to find reliable information, to process and use data found, and to cite in APA (American Psychological Association) format.  To be successful, your group should assign specific tasks to each member of the group. The final product will be a presentation to the class which will include answers to the assigned questions and a visual representation of what you have learned.

INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Each group will be assigned one of the roles listed below to research.

2. You must locate, read, and print the information appropriate to your topic.  Be sure to document where you retrieved the information as you go.  You may want to print the entire document, or you may copy and paste the information you need into another Word document.   Some databases will provide the correct way to cite the source on an APA reference sheet, so you may want to look for that and copy and paste it to your Word document.  

3. Once you find your information, read through it.  It is a good idea to highlight or underline specific facts that you may want to reference later as you prepare your presentation.  This should save you time in the long run, as you will not have to go back and reread each article, looking for information.  

4. Each group will need to present its findings to the class in a clear and concise manner; the format is up to you.  You should have a visual component of some type to also go along with your information.  The entire presentation should not be longer than five minutes. 
Assessment:  Organized Group Presentation:  GROUP GRADE
Reference Page (APA Format):  GROUP GRADE
Source Sheet:  INDIVIDUAL GRADE
Group One:

Geographers

1. What are the geographical features of the Salinas Valley in California?

2. What kinds of jobs are available here?  What kinds of jobs were available here in the 1930s?

3. What was John Steinbeck's relationship to the Salinas Valley?

4. What significant locations can be identified in the Salinas Valley? 
Group Two:

Historians
1. What was the Great Depression?

2. What were some of the causes?

3. Who were the migrant workers and how were they affected by the Great Depression?

4. Do migrant workers exist today? Where? What kinds of jobs do they have?

Group Three:
Psychiatrists



1. What is a mental disability and how does it affect a person's everyday life?

2. What are some of the difficulties in caring for a mentally disabled person?

3. What kinds of support are available for caregivers today?  What types of support were available in the 1930s?

4.  What were some of the perceptions/misconceptions about people with disabilities in the 1930s?
Group Four:

Biographers

1. What were some major facts about Steinbeck's life?

2. What philosophy of life is revealed in Steinbeck's Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech?

3. What influenced Steinbeck to write Of Mice and Men?
4.  What was Steinbeck’s writing career like?

Group Five:

Sociologists

1.  What social differences were found among people in the 1930s (social class, ethnic background, gender, etc.)?

2.  What were the popular forms of entertainment in the 1930s?

3.  What were some of the beliefs/ideals present in the 1930s?  (The American Dream)
4.  What was life like in the 1930s?  You may want to consider the cost of gas, unemployment rates, wages earned, education,etc.


Your journey into the background and issues that influenced the writing of Of Mice and Men has come to an end, but the trip is far from over! You are now ready to embark on a literary journey into the world of George and Lennie, the Salinas Valley, migrant farm workers, loneliness and friendship, poverty and dreams, and despair and hope. 

