Celebrating Your Heritage

With this assignment, we will have the opportunity to travel the world through individual presentations.  We will be able to appreciate the unique qualities and customs of our ethnic/cultural/family backgrounds.

You must first investigate your own heritage.  Asking relatives for information regarding your history is probably the best place to begin, along with using your own experiences.  Try to find out when your ancestors came to the Unites States and what brought them here.  Then focus on the customs of your ancestry.  For this you want to focus on things you actually do first, and then use additional resources to help gather more information about your heritage. If you are unable to find any information pertaining to your ancestry, focus on the here and now.  
You may want to focus on the following areas:



Celebration of holidays
Traditional foods



Roles of family members
Religious customs



Beliefs



Sayings



Remedies for illness

Clothing



Language differences

Special heirlooms

Once you have acquired the information, you must organize it into a speech.  Your speech will need to include a visual aid to highlight aspects of your presentation.

Examples of previous individual visual aids:

Essay Guidelines

The essay has an appropriate introduction that includes the following:



Opening sentence(s)


Thesis



Transition











/10 points

The essay has detailed body paragraphs that include the following:



Topic Sentences are appropriate.



Body paragraphs support the topic sentence.



Transitions are used when necessary.











/20 points

The essay has an appropriate conclusion that includes the following:



The thesis is restated.



Main ideas are summarized.



Writer leaves a “lasting” comment.











/10 points

Formatting (5 points)





Grammar (5 points)

Speech Guidelines

ORGANIZATION/CONTENT

     I have a clear introduction that includes an attention-getter,

     my topic, and main points.






__________

     My speech/information is organized.





__________

     I include a conclusion.






__________

VISUAL AID

     My visual aid makes it easier for me to get my point across and is

     meaningful for my audience.






__________

          My visual aid can be seen/read easily.




__________


(Font, size, and color are appropriate.)

     I know how and when to display my visual aid.



__________

PHYSICAL ASPECTS

     I use facial expressions.






__________

     I use my arms, hands, and body to gesture.




__________

     I maintain eye contact with the audience.




__________

     All can hear my speech.






__________

     I vary the pitch of my voice.






__________

     The speaking rate is appropriate.





__________

     I use language properly and effectively.

     (pronunciation, enunciation, grammar)




__________

TIME

     My speech is between four and six minutes.




__________








TOTAL


__________/60
