“Death at the Palace”  pp. 940-943

Name_________________

1. What is the major external conflict Odysseus faces in Ithaca?

2. Who is the meanest suitor?

3. What has this guy done to Odysseus besides trying to steal his wife?

4. How is Odysseus described in lines 1221-1224?

5. From which god does Odysseus seek help before shooting his bow?

6. Who dies first?

7. What makes this description of his death especially powerful and ironic?

8. What does Homer mean by “…they imagined as they wished” (line 1249)?

9. Explain Odysseus’ emotions at this point in the story.  How do you know he feels this way?

10. What does Eurymachus’ speech reveal about his character?

11. What is Odysseus’ response?

12. What are two similes in lines 1290-1299?  Remember to name the two items being compared.
13. What is the metaphor in lines 1302-1303?  Remember to name the two items being compared.
“Odysseus and Penelope”  pp. 944-947

1. What is the maids’ punishment?

2. Does it fit the crime?

3. Why does Penelope have so much trouble recognizing Odysseus?

4. How does Odysseus prepare himself for Penelope in lines 13335-1343?

5. What does Odysseus mean when he says, “Her heart is iron in her breast”?

6. What is Penelope implying in lines 1356-1357?

7. Explain the “moving of the bed” trick.

8. Why is the olive tree so important to Odysseus and Penelope?

9. After realizing whom she was talking to, what do Penelope’s sensations suggest she is feeling?

10. What is ironic about Penelope’s statement in lines 1392-1393?

11. What does Penelope mean when she refers to her “stiff heart”?

12.  List and discuss two themes from The Odyssey.

