	Category
	Exemplary
	Proficient
	Developing
	Beginning

	
	English
	Social Studies
	English
	Social Studies
	English 
	Social Studies
	English 
	Social Studies

	Topic Sentences
	Topic sentence is focused, unique, and smoothly leads into support.

Topic sentence is defendable.

Topic sentence is the first sentence of the paragraph supports question or prompt.
	
	Topic sentence is focused.
Topic sentence is the first sentence of the paragraph.
Supports question(s) or prompt but only somewhat clear/needs to be stronger.
	
	Needs refocusing.
Somewhat supports question(s) or prompt.
	
	Very vague (no main idea).
Doesn’t support question(s) or prompt.
	

	Supporting Details
	Supports the topic sentence.


	All details are accurate, important, and specific.
	Most details support the topic sentence.

	Accurate but only somewhat important and specific.
	Some details support the topic sentence.

	Very general and/or slight errors in accuracy.
	Few details support the topic sentence.


	Not specific or accurate.

	Analysis of topic sentence and details
	Details are in a logical order.

Interesting transitions are used which clearly connect examples/ideas.
	Each detail’s importance or relevance is explained.


	Details are placed in a logical order.

Transitions are used to clearly connect examples/ideas.
	Most details are analyzed.

	Some details are in a logical order.

Some transitions are used to connect examples/ideas.
	Some details are analyzed.

	Few details are in a logical order.  

Few to no transitions are used to connect examples/ideas.
	Few details are analyzed.


	Concluding

Sentence
	Restates the topic sentence and summarizes the content of the paragraph in a compelling manner.
	
	Restates the topic sentence and summarizes the content of the paragraph in a just “interesting” manner.
	
	Restates the topic sentence and summarizes the content of the paragraph.
	
	Just restates the topic sentence.
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Mechanics
	No errors in grammar or spelling are present.
	Few errors in grammar or spelling are present.
	Some errors in grammar or spelling are present.
	Many errors in grammar or spelling are present.

	APA/FORMAT
	No errors in APA citations or format are present.
	Few errors in APA citations or format are present.
	Some errors in APA citations or format are present.
	Many errors in APA citations or format are present.
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